
9.1

OBJECTIVE:

CURRICULUM  FIT:

SOCIAL  STUDIES  CONCEPTS:

AGRICULTURE  CONCEPTS:

COGNITIVE  LEVEL:

MATERIALS  REQUIRED:

TIME  REQUIRED:

Possible Food Futures

ACTIVITY 9

Students will identify food issues of global concern,
international mechanisms that exist to address these, and
potential solutions to these global concerns.  They will
produce brief, multi-media presentations on an issue.

SOCIAL STUDIES 10
● Economy and Technology (Global and Pacific Rim Trade)

◆ There are food production and distribution issues of
common global concern.

◆ Solutions to global concerns often require international
dialogue.

◆ There are potential solutions to global concerns.

Diversity

Capital and Technology Intensity

Synthesis

Newspapers or news magazines.

Two class periods, one week apart.
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BACKGROUND -- For the Teacher
Many of the issues of major global concern involve food:  famine, trade wars, food distribution, energy use,

international grazing disputes and so on.  Most issues that have existed for any significant time are addressed by government,
United Nations or non-governmental organizations.

In this activity your students are asked for two things.  In phase one, they gather news stories, magazine articles and
broadcast information on as many of these issues as they can.  In phase two, they select a topic and develop a short (5 to 10
minute) multi-media presentation on it for presentation to the class.

Through this two-step process your students should improve both their research skills and their ability to make
interesting and involving presentations.  They should also become more aware of what information sources surround them
and what major issues are occurring in the world.

PROCEDURE

Part 1
Preparation 1. Decide how long students will have for information gathering and make a note of

it in the space on Task Sheet One.  Choose a presentation date and fill in the
appropriate space on Task Sheet Two.

2. You will need one copy of Task Sheet One for each student and one copy of Task
Sheet Two for every 3 or 4 students.  Two or three copies of the data sheets should
suffice to show students examples of what to collect.

Part 2
Introduction 3. With about 15 minutes left in a class, distribute Task Sheet One to the students.

4. Set out copies of the data sheets at two or three locations.
5. Survey the class on what newspapers and magazines they have access to at home.

Suggest resources they might use from the school or public library, and radio or
television programs they might find relevant.

Part 3
Activity 6. Using the chalkboard, and acting as recorder, have the students contribute the
        (Day 1) issues, agencies and proposals they have identified.

7. As you record each item, determine how many people found it during their
investigations.

8. Once all contributions have been recorded, have students choose a topic for further
work and form groups of three to work on their choice.  (Allow only one group per
topic; the first to organize being first to choose.)

9. As soon as the groups are established and topics chosen (allow 15 minutes for
this), distribute Task Sheet Two to the groups. Make certain that students know
when  presentation day is.

ONE WEEK SLIPS AWAY

Part 4
Conclusion 10. Assign or arrange a schedule for the presentations.

11. For each issue, ask students to answer orally the question “What does this issue
mean to us, today?”
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DISCUSSION  QUESTIONS

1. Which issues were found in the largest variety of sources?
2. Do any of the sources used present issues in ways that are strikingly different from others?
3. Are there themes or approaches that are constant within a medium regardless of subject?

RELATED  ACTIVITIES

1. Invite a representative from one of the agencies identified in phase one to address the class.
2. On a world map, locate sites where each issue is described as being significant.  See whether any of the issues cluster

in particular areas of the world.
3. Select nations from the list of United nations members and investigate what are the critical food, distribution and

related issues there.
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STUDENT RESOURCE

TASK SHEET ONE --
Gathering Information

Your information search should
include material on three aspects:

1. What problems and disagreements
exist around the world on food
matters?

2. What organizations deal with various
issues; how do they work; what are
they like?

3. What innovations in food production,
trade, transportation, food
preservation, etc., are being proposed
to address world problems?

Over the next _____ days you
are to gather newspaper and
magazine articles, radio or TV
documentary summaries and any
other information you can find on
global food, food distribution and
related issues.
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STUDENT RESOURCE

TASK SHEET TWO --
Presentation

From the information you have gathered, choose one
topic — an issue, an agency, a proposed solution or a
related set of these.

Over the next week you are to produce a 5-10 minute
multi-media presentation on your chosen topic.

Presentation day will be ____________________.
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DATA SHEET ONE -- Sample Issues
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STUDENT RESOURCE
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DATA SHEET TWO -- Sample Agencies

Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA)

Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development

(OECD)

International Development
Research Center (IDRC)

International Food Policy
Research Institute

International Monetary Fund

Tools for Peace
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STUDENT RESOURCE

Sustainable Agriculture
Association of Alberta

World Food Programme

Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO)

General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT)

North-South Institute

Soil and Water
Conservation Society



DATA SHEET THREE -- Sample Solutions
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STUDENT RESOURCE
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TEACHER RESOURCE
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SHEET ONE --
Sample Recording Format

NOTE 2:
You may not be able to fit all contributions on the chalkboard
at the same time, so you will need to copy those you erase.

NOTE 1:
Some cells may well be empty.

1

2

3

4

5

6

ISSUE
RELATED
 AGENCY

RELATED
PROPOSALS FREQUENCY
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